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New Historicism

~ “A critical approach developed in the 1980s through the works of Michel

- Foucault and Stephen Greenblatt, similar to Marxism. Moving away from
text-centered schools of criticism such as New Criticism, New Historicism
reopened the interpretation of literature to the social, political, and
historical milieu that produced it. To a New Historicist, literature is not the
record of a single mind, but the end product of a particular cultural
moment. New Historicists look at literature alongside other cultural
products of a particular historical period to illustrate how concepts,
attitudes, and ideologies operated across a broader cultural spectrum
that is not exclusively literary. In addition to analyzing the impact of
historical context and ideology, New Historicists also acknowledge that
their own criticism contains biases that derive from their historical position
and ideology. Because it is impossible to escape one’s own “historicity,”
the meaning of a text is fluid, not fixed. New Historicists attempt to situate
artistic texts both as products of a historical context and as the means to

understand cultural and intellectual history.”
—Poetry Foundation
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Schools serve the same social
functions as prisons and mental
institutions- to define, classify,

control, and regulate people.

— Michel Foucavlt —

AZ QUOTES

There is no power relation
without the correlative
constitution of a field

of knowledge,

nor any knowledge that
does not presuppose and
constitute at the same time
power relations.

Michel Foucault




Stephen Greenblatt (1943 - ) p&

| believe that it is a2 whole lifetime of work on
Shakespeare's part that enabled him to do what
he did. But the question is how you can explain
this whole lifetime in such a way to make it
accessible and available to us, to me.

(Stephen Greenblatt)
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First of all, Shakespeare is about pleasure
and interest. He was from the first moment he
actually wrote something for the stage, and he
remains so.
A
- Stephen Greenblatt - AT A
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Postcolonial Theory

- “A theoretical approach to analyzing the literature produced in countries
that were once colonies, especially of European powers such as Britain,
France, and Spain. Postcolonial theory also looks at the broader
interactions between European nations and the societies they colonized
by dealing with issues such as identity (including gender, race, and
class), language, representation, and history. Because native languages

~ and culture were replaced or superseded by European traditions in
colonial societies, part of the postcolonialist project is reclamation.
Acknowledging the effect of colonialism’s aftermath—its language,
discourse, and cultural institutions—has led to an emphasis on hybridity,
or the mingling of cultural signs and practices between colonizer and
colonized. The Palestinian American cultural critic Edward Said was a

F major figure of postcolonial thought, and his book Orientalism is often
... credited as its founding text. Other important postcolonial critics include

Homi K. Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and Frantz Fanon.” ——
—Poetry Foundation §




Orientalism can be discussed and analyzed as the
corporate institution for dealing with the
Orient—dealing with it by makng statements
about it, authorizing views of it. describing it. by
teaching it, settling it, ruling ower it: in short,
Orientalism as a Western style for dominating,
restructuring, and having authority over the
Orient.

(Edward Said)
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History is written by those who win
and those who dominate.

— Edward Said —

AZ QUOTES

i '_.i_ -;'1:_4'_ ..I_"' .

e T



- Xd
Ved

When we seem to have won or lost in
terms of certainties, we must, as
literature teachers in the classroom,
remember such warnings -- let literature
teach us that there are no certainties,
that the process is open, and that it may
be altogether salutary that it is so.

( :zufalt'a ¢ Chaknaven 1y S pivak
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Autobiography is a
wound where the
blood of history does
not dry.

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak




NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING

Since 1970, Native Americans have gathered at noon
on Cole's Hill'in Plymouth to commemorate a National
Day of Mourning on the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday.
Many Native Americans do not celebrate the arrival of
the Pilgrims and-other European settlers. To them,
Thanksgiving Day is a reminder of the pgenocide of
millions of their people, the theft of their lands, and
the relentless assault on their culture. Participants in
National Day of Mourning honor Native ancestors and
the struggles of Native peoples to survive today. It is &
day of remembrance and spiritual connection as well as
a protest of the racism and oppression which Native
Americans continue to experience.

Erected by the Town of Plymouth on behalf of the
United American Indians of New England
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